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This was a big year for Banyan to communicate boldly the strength of who we 
are as a Christian Community Development organization by using the gifts 
and community assets to build on in our urban neighborhood. In essence 
we let our own light shine as well as give other people permission to do the 
same by joining us in our endeavor of community building. We experienced 
great success as our individual flickers became a beam. Our youth once 
again made successful transitions from elementary to middle to high school 
to college—a great accomplishment while looking into the face of poverty. 
Our adults were amazing as they spoke confidently about our need for a 
new permanent home, provided leadership to other parents, and for some 

became students again— seeking more 
education because they understand 
that “they can.” Our community 
became even stronger as more block 
clubs joined the Lighthouse Network. 
Banyan staff continued to bring their 
passion to the community by creating 
a safe place physically, emotionally, 
educationally, and culturally for us all 
to gather and thrive. 

This year was not without its usual 
challenges. As we became a beam, 
our light clearly exposed the large 
disparities that our community 
members experience daily with deficits 
in education, housing, employment, 
and safety. We had to again turn our 
thoughts and actions towards the 

Reflections  from Co-Founder 
and Executive Director

High School Graduation is one of the major milestones 
at Banyan. We are proud of this cohort, the largest in 
our history. These eight Banyan youth graduated from 
DeLaSalle High School—and they are ALL college bound!

For over 10 years Banyan youth have been graduating 
from high school at 100%, twice the Minneapolis average!

Our 2015 High School 
Graduates

The City of Minneapolis four-year high school graduation rate is 59% 
and drops to 47% for African American youth 
and 45% for Latino youth.* 
The graduation rate for Banyan youth is 100%.

*2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

BANYAN Youth  Demographics
58%  Lat ino

25%  Af r i can  Amer ican

7%  Other/Mixed Race

5%  As ian

3%  Caucas ian

2% Amer ican Indian

20%  K-2nd Grade

23%  3 rd-5th  Grade

23%  6 th-8th  Grade

21%  9 th-12th  Grade

13%  Co l lege

42%  Pr ivate  School

29%  Publ i c  School

16%  Charter  School

13%  Co l lege
52%  Female

48%  Male

94%  F ree  or

Reduced Lunches

We have  120 youth  and 75 families  in our youth programs.
Neighborhood Stats*

There are 1,644 
families in 
Midtown and 
East Phillips, 
82% are people 
of color. 

59% 
of housing 
is renter 
occupied.  

The poverty rate 
is 31%, 
95% are people 
of color. 

79% of 
people over 
25 have 
less than a 
bachelor’s 
degree.

In our neighborhood, 46% of 
all children live in poverty.

The median family 
income is $41,200.

The unemployment 
rate is 14%. 

*Minneapolis Public Schools 2013-2014
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light within us, around us, and 
beyond us to keep our motivation 
going as evidenced in the Banyan 
Effect study. We take action on 
building communities from the 
inside out (Kretzmann & McKnight, 
1993). This is not singular work, 
but rather work that takes place 
inside of a community, from the 
bottom up, but also surrounding a 
community. Indeed we have gifts 
and talents within, as well as needs 
and opportunities.  We also invite 
others to join us in our work to 
surround us with support - and are 
incredibly grateful to the many that 
do and make our beam brighter! 
This annual report is a celebration of 
just that...the many lights, creating a 
beam, that come to our work from 
within and from around to help us all 
move forward.

Together we are all shining brighter—

Blessed, 

NEIGHBORHOOD ROOTS. TRANSFORMED LIVES.



Youth
Banyan inspires young people to invest themselves in education 
and community. Youth are prepared to meet the challenges of 
adolescence and adulthood through programs that cultivate social, 
emotional and educational growth. Our youth have fun while they 
develop into Committed Learners and Reconciled People.

Youth Development Programs:

•	 Preschool: Coming with the new building!

•	 Elementary: After School, Kids Club and Cool Off Days 
Summer Program

•	 Middle School: SOAR (Southside Adolescents Rising), 
Learning Circles and Cool Off Days Summer Program

•	 High School: ASPIRE! Tutoring, Higher Ground Scholarship 
and High School Employment

•	 College: Banyan Scholars and College Employment

Famil ies
Banyan brings hope to families by 
strengthening the relationships 
between parents and children. Our 
families have close bonds that enable 
us to work together toward a brighter 
future. Banyan helps parents become 
advocates for their children in all 
arenas of life, while children become 
an inspiration to their parents. Banyan 
families are Future Oriented, because 
they see that their future is bright.

Family  Strengthening Programs:

•	 Family Support
•	 Goal-Setting Conferences
•	 Home Visits
•	 Parent Classes 

Banyan Programs & Outcomes
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Community
Banyan connects members of the neighborhood with each 
other, creating bonds that encourage communication and 
belonging. Building trust between residents, and training 
leaders on every block, brings hope and safety to every 
home. Banyan acts as a “resource hub,” connecting 
residents with supportive systems and equipping them as 
Leading Citizens.

Community  Connecting Programs:

•	 Lighthouse Network
•	 Gathering Events
•	 Community Council
•	 Leadership Development

Let Your Light Shine 
This year’s theme for Kids Club and Art 
Workshop was Let Your Light Shine. Too 
often we are shy, cautious, and even afraid 
to be ourselves and to share our gifts.  
Each one of us has different gifts, talents 
and strengths that we have been blessed 
with. The theme this year encourages us to 
embrace our gifts and use them to make our 
neighborhood and the world a better place. 

Let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:16

Banyan Center

Banyan House

LHN Blocks

New Site

14 new block clubs were added this year. We now 
have 32 blocks in the Lighthouse Network!

22 National Night Out parties this year!
70% of  Banyan h igh school  youth 
made the  honor  ro l l  th is  year

69  youth  at tended 
summer  camp 
through Banyan

Banyan reta ined  96% 
of  our  youth  &  fami l ies 
through the  2014-15 
school  year

400 home v is i ts 
th is  year

3,424 connect ions  with  our  Community 
Coordinator  &  Fami ly  Advocate—l ink ing 
fami l ies  to  resources

95% of  Banyan fami l ies  at tended an 
a l l -Banyan Gather ing event  th is  year

Approximate ly  1,650 
res idents  part i c ipated in 
LHN B lock  c lub  events 

100%  of  Banyan Seniors  graduated 
and were  accepted into  co l lege!



Building Bridges
Banyan Community recognizes that in order for people in poverty 
to thrive and succeed, whole families AND the larger community 
must be connected. Banyan creates educational pathways 
for youth to develop leadership skills, engage in positive and 
meaningful relationships with peers and adults, and broaden 
their horizons. Likened to a “LinkedIn” social capital network that 
dissipates the ghetto like situation of poverty neighborhoods.

In April, over 160 business leaders came to the Phillips 
neighborhood to be inspired and learn how together we can build 
bridges to 1st generation business leaders.

Coach Kill is committed to youth 
development with an emphasis on 
encouraging higher education. He 
consistently gives voice to overcoming 
obstacles and pursuing your dreams. His 
remarks were heartfelt, insightful, and 
lent tremendous support to the work 
of Banyan. He highlighted the many 
parallels to his role as a coach working 
with high caliber athletes and Banyan’s 
work in community development. 
Focusing on the importance of creating 
pathways for youth, starting as early as 

possible, and engaging the entire family and community – the 
core of Banyan.

This event is designed to garner the necessary support to build 
bridges to opportunities for Banyan youth, the future work force 
and 1st generation business leaders.

We are Banyan.... 
The Annual Banyan Dinner celebrates 
the partnership of our supporters and 
our community members as we close 
the opportunity gap! The theme of the 
November 2014 dinner: 

Beautiful, Brilliant, Bold, and Beyond 
our Years

These words do not describe poverty… 
they describe Banyan People… 
people that are living in a poverty 
neighborhood, but are actively working 
to alleviate the pressures that poverty 
places in our lives.

WE are Beautiful (Reconciled People), 
we reflect the beautiful diversity of our 
neighborhood. We are from a variety of 
different backgrounds and cultures… we 
learn about each other. We realize that 
we are stronger together than apart by 
building trust-based relationships.

WE are Brilliant (Committed Learners), 
we are not a school but we support 
learning, we believe in the development 
of youth - starting in Kindergarten 
all the way to and through college, 
we develop families, community, 
employees; development is in our DNA.

WE are Bold (Leading Citizens), 
there are proud and engaged youth 
and adults speaking on behalf of our 
community. Our adults at Banyan 
discovered there strengths through 
Strength Finders and took Financial 
Literacy classes. We all look forward 
to many more opportunities for Adult 
education and leadership when we are 
in our new building. 

WE are Beyond our Years (Future 
Oriented), Youth and Adults are 
making plans for the future… more 
common to hear, “oh I am planning to 
go to that meeting or do this activity…” 
than “oh, what are you talking about??” 
Third graders are talking about going 
to college and high school youth are 
receiving college acceptance letters… 
(average 3-5 letters per student). 

Social Capital, Bonding Capital, 
Bridging Capital, Neighborhood 
Effects, Collective Efficacy, and the 
Banyan Effect—what do all these 
terms mean? And how does the work 
of the Banyan Community interact 
with and influence residential 
stability, social interaction and 
trust? These are some of the things 
that we study at Banyan because 
these actions, relationships, and 
indicators matter in our community.  

Through a partnership with Rice 
University, Banyan accessed the data 
from the Social Capital Community 
Benchmark Survey conducted by 
Harvard University and undertook 
its own abbreviated version of the 
study. Researchers determined 
that Banyan builds collective 
efficacy, the “social cohesion among 
neighbors combined with their 
willingness to intervene on behalf of 
the common good.” This contributes 
to the transformation in the Phillips 
neighborhood of south Minneapolis.

The study looked at various 
indicators of collective efficacy—
residential stability, residents’ 
impact on their community, social 
interaction with neighbors, and level 
of trust with neighbors—making 
comparisons between the responses 
of Banyan families, low income 
neighborhood residents, and middle 
income neighborhood residents. 

One key finding is that Banyan 
families, despite living in a low 
income neighborhood, embody the 
same staying power as residents 
within a middle class neighborhood. 
The longer a family is associated 
with Banyan, the more likely a family 
will stay in the neighborhood (the 
Banyan Effect). In fact, participation 
with Banyan has a stronger effect 
on staying in the neighborhood than 
home ownership.

The data indicates that Banyan 
families operate at a higher level (as 
a result of increased social capital) 
than their low income neighborhood 

peers, and are grounded in the 
neighborhood, likely because 
Banyan is a crucial part of their 
neighborhood experience.

Possibly the strongest finding is that 
Banyan families are interested in 
staying in Phillips five years from 
now. This is important because it not 
only increases the residential stability 
of Phillips but also allows for more 
opportunities to connect with others 
to build bonding and bridging social 
capital. Neighborhood stability 
also provides a stable platform 
for collective efficacy to increase. 
In short, the base for collective 
efficacy and passing of social capital 
is present. This provides a strong 
foundation from which Banyan will 
take the next step in expanding the 
Banyan Effect, creating measurable 
transformation in the neighborhood!

“Banyan Effect”
A new measure of Banyan’s impact in Phillips

Girls Group is one of the highlights of 
the week for Banyan middle school 
youth.  Each week, the girls share 
about what is going on in their lives.  
As each girl shares about her week, 
the others offer encouragement and 
empathy.  Girls Group is a safe space 
where all are welcome to talk about 
their feelings and experiences and 
where no question is too stupid or 
embarrassing to be asked.  Topics 
covered throughout the year 
include: self-esteem, body image, 
communication, family, friends, 
relationships, peer pressure, dealing 
with conflict, healthy living and 
puberty.  

One Girls Group participant says, 
“Girls Group gives us a place where 
we can be open about our lives and 
questions. It’s a safe place, so no 
one laughs at you if you don’t know 
something or are embarrassed to 
ask about something. It helps us 

learn to feel better about ourselves 
and be more confident.”  

At the end of each school year, 
the girls compile a magazine 
incorporating what they have 
learned during the year. Here is an 
excerpt from last year’s magazine:  

Body Image 
Body image is how you feel about 
your body and how you see your 
body.  You’re beautiful and perfect 
the way you are. Don’t ever try 
to change yourself . . . Don’t tell 
yourself that you’re ugly or fat or 
too skinny.  Don’t believe what 
other people say about your body.  
Always think positive about your 
body and remember that you’re 
beautiful.   

Girl Talk

COACH KILL
GUEST  SPEAKER



Growing Responsibly

Banyan Community reached 
maximum capacity and started a 
waiting list of youth and families 
wanting to participate in 2010, 
today that list has over 100 names. 
At that time the board developed a 
strategic plan to Grow Responsibly 
and respond to the need in the 
community. 

The Growing Responsibly capital 
campaign launched in 2013, when 
we committed to the monumental 
task of building a permanent 
home for the Banyan Community. 
Through the support of many, this 
vision is now becoming a reality. 
The construction of our new home 
began the fall of 2015 and will be 
completed in summer of 2016.

Banyan people have invested over 
15 years of their lived experiences 
to create a successful community 
by building upon the strengths of 
neighborhood residents. Banyan 
leaders recognize that in order for 
children to thrive and ultimately 
graduate, go to college and 
succeed as adults, whole families 
and the larger community must be 
connected and engaged. 

Our new home will serve as the 
catalyst to provide additional 
programing and participation in 
support of our mission: transforming 
lives by developing youth, 
strengthening families, and creating 
community.    

On a beautiful September fall 
afternoon Banyan made history 
and many dreams come true when 
we broke NEW ground! Over 500 
people—community members, donors, 
supporters, and partners—shared in 
the celebration of this milestone in 
Banyan’s journey. 

It was a day of smiles, sunshine, 
laughter, and community building. 
Blessings were given for our children,  
thanks was given for God’s provision 
for this great gift, and a blessing 
shared for the neighborhood that 
we are so much a part of.  

The celebration was a bringing 
together of all the people that make 
Banyan a community — families, 
supporters, partners, neighbors, 
and staff. The kids said their favorite 
part of the celebration was the food 
trucks, the bounce house, playing 
soccer, the dancing, the shovels, and 
digging in the dirt.

Banyan is a wonderful blessing, and 
we are so grateful for everyone’s 
part to make this dream come true!

Breaking New Ground….. 

$5M

$4M

$3M

$2M

$1M

$6 
million

$6M

Banyan’s new home will provide a place for generations of families to gather and allow us to 
continue as the community anchor that we have been for many years. This opportunity brings 
us great joy!

Respond to the need—Our new 
home will double our capacity to 
serve Kindergarten to College youth 
and decrease our waitlist.  Currently 
Banyan serves 120 youth and has 
over 100 youth on the waitlist.  When 
we scale to full capacity Banyan will 
serve 250 youth, 150 families and be 
active on 50 blocks.  That means that 
we will be active on 50% of blocks in 
East/Mid Phillips, bringing stability, 
leadership, and engagement.  

Bring permanence to our model— 
Families and youth increase stability 
when they connect to Banyan.  
Permanence will bring a new level 
of effectiveness. Banyan currently 
experiences a 96% retention rate.  
Banyan’s model gives families a 
reason to stay. 

We look forward to our ability to:

•	 Preschool, new for Banyan! 

•	 Two elementary rooms 

•	 Middle school space 

•	 Dedicated study room for high 
school students 

•	 Gathering area by the fireplace 

•	 Laundry for busy parents 

•	 Community classrooms 

•	 Gymnasium 

•	 Computer Lab

•	 Art Studio/multi-purpose room 

•	 Dining space to share meals

•	 Demo kitchen for cooking 
classes

•	 Basement (unfinished)

“Mrs. E, I walked by the 
empty lot today and they 
haven’t started building 
yet. When are they going to 
start? My friend wants to be 
in Banyan too.”
(Banyan youth, monthly 2014-2015)

Complete the Banyan model—We 
will add preschool and increase 
opportunities for adult education 
and leadership.  Preschool will mean 
that more kids are ready to start and 
to succeed.  Parents here at Banyan 
are demanding more classes and 
leadership opportunities for adults. 
They have seen their own kids’ 
success—and want to experience it 
as well.  

Share the model—Banyan here 
and beyond?  Banyan will create 
training opportunities in our model 
of Community Development for 
other urban neighborhoods. Already 
Banyan has been asked to share 
our model. By codifying our model 
and best practices we will be in a 
position to share and become a 
training center.

“The best thing for our 
neighborhood and the 
families who live here is to 
see Banyan grow into their 
own space.” 
(Community Member)

Building Features  
(31,000 sq ft)
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and Oliva Ortiz

Kihinde Oshifeso
Gary and Jill Oslund†
Victor Panora
Lonnie and Diane 

Pearson†
Margaret Percy 
Marie Percy
Ivy Perez 
Michael and Judith 

Perry†
Michael and Jeane 

Peters
Jill Peterson†
Neil and Patricia 

Peterson
Bruce and Lucy 

Peterson-Coles
Judith Phillips
James and Sara 

Plumedahl
Gloria Pozzini
Todd and Barbara 

Pries†
Nelia Hurtado Ramon
Silvia Hurtado 

Ramon
Cynthia Ranwick†
Peter James 

Rasmussen
Todd and Tamara 

Rasmuson
Rasmussen-

Northeast Bank 
Foundation

John Rendinaro†
Imelda Riera
Jorge and Paola 

Riera
Ruben and Maria 

Riera
Tony and Meg 

Rodriguez
Robert and Carolyn 

Roller†
Ana Rojas
Sandra Rojas
Laura Rosko
Arlo and Carol 

Runge†
Eileen Ryan†
Kenneth A. Sanville 

Survivor’s Trust
Fred and Ruth Sauer
Lee Schafer
Don Schilling
Casey Schoen
Deidre Schmidt
William and Beth 

Schmidt†
Paul and Wendi 

Seminari
Dale and Jennifer 

Shaltz
Vicki Shipley
Theresa Shoberg

Brad Schrag and Joy 
Skjegstad

Skywater Search 
Partners, Inc.

Michael and Barbara 
Smith

Mike and JoAnn St. 
Aubin†

Heath Stanton
Alan Starks
Hendrik and Erika 

Stel
Frank and Cheryl 

Stever
Bernard and Joan 

Svendsen†
Eric Swanson
Jeffrey and Jean 

Swenson†
John Taylor
TelecomPioneers
Robert and Fay 

Tessmann
Kay A Thomas
Jeff and Lois 

Thompson
Elvis and Maria 

Torres
Denise Toussaint
Howard and Judy 

Tucker†
Gary and Mary Vacek
James and Kathryn 

Walker
Margaret Weaver
John and Jeanne 

Weingart†
Donald and Joyce 

Wenner†
Darrell and Veronica 

Weston
Darlene White
Frederick and Susan 

Van Geest
Archie and Sandra 

Vander Hart
Dustin and Beth 

Voronyak
Garrett Woetzel
Dang Xiong and 

Khoua Yang
James and Faye 

Ysseldyke
Vickie Zylstra
Greg and Susan 

Zoidis

Memoria ls-Honors 
Tim Cronin† 
Dorothy Helmen† 
Pam McElroy† 
Bob Kuhl† 
Dan and Carol Wolfe‡ 
Children and 

Step Children of 
Margaret Fling‡

Justin Hanratty‡

Thank you for supporting the 
Growing Responsibly Capital Campaign

Banyan Community has received tremendous support for the expansion of 
our work. This campaign will allow us to double our capacity to develop youth, 
strengthen families, and create community in the Phillips neighborhood.

While it is premature to publish a complete list of supporters before the 
building is built, we are taking this opportunity to thank everyone that have 
made it possible to begin the construction. This is a proof and there is still 
time and opportunity to be involved.

Also included here are the names of over 40 Founding Families. These 
are families that are a part of Banyan Community and have supported the 
campaign with a financial gift.

† In Memorials; ‡In Honorariums
This list recognizes gifts that were received between June 1, 2012 and October 28, 2014. We made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this list. If we 
have omitted, misplaced or misspelled your name, please accept our apologies and contact us at (612) 722-8512. Your gifts truly make a difference.



10+ Consecutive Years 

Christ Presbyterian 
Church

Faith Christian 
Reformed Church

June Cicero
Ed and Toni Egan
Martin and Barbara 

Essenburg
Marty and Deb 

Essenburg
Tim and Joani 

Essenburg
Frey Foundation
Luther I. Replogle 

Foundation
General Mills 

Foundation
Kathy Grendahl
Bud Helman
Julie and Jason 

Hetland
Tom and Regina 

Hudson

Paul and Terilyn 
Huntington

Alison and Russell 
Johnson

Dale and Wilma 
Johnson

Tom and Margaret 
Johnson

Arthur and Janet 
Klem

John and Mary 
Lindquist

David Ness
Manuel and Maria 

Ortiz
People in Business 

Care
James and Nancy 

Plewacki
Kristin and Brent 

Robbins
Roseville Lutheran 

Church
Scott and Ellen Sayer

Damian and Rose 
Topousis

Doug and Michelle 
Vander Veen

5+ Consecutive Years

Tracy Sterk and Erik 
Aamoth

Thomas Archbold 
and Jacqueline 
Ivers Archbold

Sunrise Banks
Bell Lumber and Pole 

Company
Brian and Deborah 

Benson
Dennis and Londa 

Bilski
Bob and Sue Burns
Nancy Cicero
Tim and Cynthia 

Davey
Kyle and Denise 

Didier
Joseph and Adele 

Digiovanna
Timothy and Kim 

Donaldson
Carol Drinkard
Douglas and Willie 

Eden
Jon Foss
The Minneapolis 

Foundation
William and Leah 

Franke
Janet Frey
Greg and Kathleen 

Good
Grain Millers Dairy 

Products Inc.

Patricia and Terry 
Hammink

Helen Hauser
Edwin Hawkins
Steven and Ruth 

Heath
David and Barbara 

Henderson
Virgil and Marlys 

Hoffman
Brian and Ann 

Holland
Christopher and 

Sheila Jones
Martin and Esther 

Kellogg
Shirley Kern
Stephen and Deb 

Klem
Mary Ann Knight
Patrick and Kateri 

Knight
Gregory and 

Christine Knopff
Charles and Carolyn 

Meyer
Michael and Jennifer 

Moroz
Tim and Barbara 

Olson
Bob and Janet 

Orange
Richard and Nancy 

Peacha
Michael and Sharon 

Peschel
Neil and Patricia 

Peterson
Rebecca Kelleher-

Reeth and Paul 
Reeth

John and Ann 
Renckens

Ronel Robinson
Chico and Tuey 

Rowland
John and Ann Ryan
Kristopher and 

Georgy Scherer
Steve Imholte and 

Rachael Scherer
Roger and Angeline 

Schnobrich
Mark and Ann 

Schulze
Susan Schwarze
Kathleen O’Keeffe 

and Craig Shafer
James and Cynthia 

Smith
Jane Soshnik

Alan and Barbara 
Tennessen

The Thomson Family 
Foundation

Mary Ann Dorsher 
and Sven Wehrwein

Mark and Sara Welch
Mike and Ann 

Wilczynski
Jeanne Strauchon 

and Larry Winship
Daniel and Carol 

Wolfe
Christine Wolohan

3+ Consecutive Years 
Patricia Adkins
Robert and Jeanne 

Alm
William and Lesley 

Bassett
Lowell and Leanne 

Van Berkom
The Church of 

St. Edward of 
Bloomington

James and Judith 
Brass

Tricia Brownlee
John and Tamra 

Camp
Ralph and Shirley 

Clare
Richard and Sara 

Corliss
James and Sandra 

Cornelius
Edward and Shelly 

Dau
Paul Dixon
Joseph and Anne 

Egan
Ron and Laurie 

Eibensteiner
Geraldine Fleming
Timothy and Teresa 

Foster
Carlson Family 

Foundation
Cronin Family 

Foundation
Louis and Mary 

Kay Smith Family 
Foundation

March Family 
Foundation

The Mortenson 
Family Foundation

The Sayer Charitable 
Foundation

Michael J and Karen 
B Frey

Jerome and Diane 
Grebin

Richard and Kathleen 
Hanley

Theresa Huppertz
Jay and Susan 

Jensen
Tom and Cheri Kamp
Merry Little Bath 

Company LLC
Cindy Landis
John Frey and Jane 

Letourneau
NC Minerals, LLC
Daniel and Bridget 

Nassif
Lori Lynn Nissen
Ronald 

Hopfensperger and 
Bonnie O’Connor

Christopher Ritchie 
and Susan O’Malley

Daniel and Kathleen 
O’Neill

Pohlad Family 
Foundation

Josephine Sansone
Donnell and Jeanne 

Schwarz
Dennis and Sarah 

Showalter
Michael and Barbara 

Smith
Thomas and Gina 

Sprenger
Thomas and Sarah 

Sutliff
Allina Health System
Robert and Fay 

Tessmann
Dave and Naomi 

Tetzlaff
Tom Thomas
RBC Foundation - 

USA
Youthprise

Partners to Pathways Our Financials

Banyan came to know People 
in Business Care, the employee 
led philanthropic arm of a local 
privately held company, in 2000 
through a friend of a friend – the 
basis for all great relationships! 
Their support started with chairs 
for kids to sit on at the Banyan 
House to do homework, then 
came funding to send urban 
youth to summer camp, then 
personal hygiene kits, and tours 
of the facility for middle school 
youth to learn about careers 
and enhance their personal 
educational roadmaps.  

People in Business Care 
understood the benefit to 
partnering with community 
organizations like Banyan for the 
long haul. They have provided 
ongoing, consistent support to 
ensure programming was never 
interrupted since that first gift. 
This philosophy is practiced by 
the employees managing the 
fund  and actually printed on 
every check they give:  

But remember the Lord your 
God, for it is he who gives 
you the ability to produce 
wealth, and so confirms his 
covenant, which he swore to 
your forefathers, as it is today. 
Deuteronomy 8:18

The owner of the company 
started donating a healthy 
percentage of its profits to 
charities back in the 1980’s. “It’s 
God’s money, not mine,” he said. 
“We have been so blessed.” To 
this day, they remain committed 
to community, and Banyan.  

Banyan is blessed to have People 
in Business Care as a Partner to 
Pathways! 

To be included on this listing, donors must have provided financial support each of the last three/five/ten years (ending December 31, 2014).We have 
made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this publication. If we have omitted, misplaced, or misspelled your name, please accept our apologies 
and contact us at (612) 722-8512 or info@banyancommunity.org. Your gifts truly make a difference.

People in 
Business Care

Banyan Community is blessed with 
many donors who support our 
mission year after year. Partners to 
Pathways celebrate this tradition of 
consistent giving. Every gift makes 
a difference and allows us to build 
pathways for the development of 
youth, the strengthening of families, 
and the creation of community. 
Thank you for your tremendous 
loyalty and support to Banyan 
Community. 

2014  FUNDING SOURCES $953,470
49% FOUNDATIONS/CORPORATIONS $468,582

33% INDIVIDUALS $318 ,7 13

1 1%  SPECIAL  EVENTS  $ 101 ,631

5%  CONGREGATIONS $43,465

1% GOVERNMENT $12 ,500

>1%  INTEREST/ INVESTMENT $8,579

2014  GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES $800,999

67% PROGRAM EXPENSES $536,286

-  SERVICES $388,335

-  SCHOLARSHIPS  $ 147 ,951

21%  FUNDRAISING  $169,7 13

12% MANAGEMENT &  GENERAL $95,000

2015  BUDGET $950,000

70% COMMITTED YTD-3RD Q $663 ,624

30%  NEEDED $286 ,376

2014  STATEMENT OF  F INANCIAL  POSITIO N $3,888,813
TOTAL  LIA BILITIES	    $92 ,810

TOTAL  NET  OPERATING ASSETS $865,062

TOTAL  NET  CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN ASSETS $2 ,930,941

TOTAL  LIA BILITIES    &  NET  ASSETS $3 ,888 ,813



Ronel Robinson
Walter and Jodell 

Rockenstein
Tony and Meg 

Rodriguez
Chico and Tuey 

Rowland
Diane Ruppert
John and Ann Ryan
Virginia Sandholm
Josephine Sansone
Fred and Ruth Sauer
Scott and Ellen Sayer
Kristopher and 

Georgy Scherer
Steve Imholte and 

Rachael Scherer
Roger and Angeline 

Schnobrich
Mary and Gordon 

Schultz
Mark and Ann 

Schulze
Katie Schumacher
Russell Sanborn and 

Caitlin Schwartz
Donnell and Jeanne 

Schwarz
John and Barbara 

Schwarz
Susan Schwarze
Don and Marge 

Severson

Kathleen O’Keeffe 
and Craig Shafer

Fr Martin Bernard 
Shallbetter

Craig Shaver
Vicki Shipley
Theresa and Al 

Shoberg
Dennis and Sarah 

Showalter
Steven and Janice 

Sidla
Sherwin and Carolyn 

Singsaas
James and Cynthia 

Smith
Jane Soshnik
Christopher and 

Anita Sperry
Thomas and Gina 

Sprenger
Alex Spurrier
Neal and Karen St. 

Anthony
Ryan and Lauren 

Steel
Monica Kocourek 

and Lou Stefanich
Sonia Steman
Frank and Cheryl 

Stever
Ronald and Bonita 

Strand
Steve Strom

Richard J. Stucky
Leslye Suarez
Bernard and Joan 

Svendsen
Robert and Angela 

Taylor
Fr. Michael Tegeder
Linda Tellefsen
Alan and Barbara 

Tennessen
Dave and Naomi 

Tetzlaff
Bethany Theobald
Tom Thomas
Jeff and Lois 

Thompson
Elizabeth Thornton
Dave Thorson
Mary Kaye Timm
Robert Timperley
Kathy Tolo
Damian and Rose 

Topousis
Alexis Greeves and 

David Tynes
Grace Udeh
Mark and Mary Ulfers
Lowell and Leanne 

Van Berkom
Fr. Michael Van Sloun
Doug and Michelle 

Vander Veen
Ronald and Carol 

Vantine

Thomas Wagner
Dan Wanous
Alexander and Amy 

Ware
Terry Warner
Seth and Alyssa 

Warren
Mary Ann Dorsher 

and Sven Wehrwein
Jason Weimer
Mark and Sara Welch
Gary Weldon
Brooks and Jessica 

West
Mike and Ann 

Wilczynski
Cynthia Williams
Marie Williams
Suzanne Winkel
Jeanne Strauchon 

and Larry Winship
Daniel and Carol 

Wolfe
Christine Wolohan
Pepe Wonosikou
Tod and Cari Worner
Gretchen and John 

Wrobel
Cher Soua Xiong
Dang Xiong and 

Khoua Yang
Ron Zweber

MEMORIALS/HONORS
In Memory of Janet 
L. Olson
Anonymous (2)
Gregg and Laura 

Cullen
Barbara Dacey
Kurt and Mary Rakos
Vicki Shipley
Mark and Mary Ulfers

In Memory of 
Marjorie Kuhl
Ralph and Shirley 

Clare
Karen and Erin 

Jennings
Phyllis Pangborn
Jill Peterson
Richard J. Stucky
Gary Weldon

In Memory of Shelly 
Fling
Elizabeth McEnery

In Honor of 
DeLaSalle Kids
Jon and Sharon 

Adresen

In Honor of Jim 
and Gail Grunnet’s 
Anniversary
Lois Anselment
Margaret Grunnet

John and Barbara 
Schwarz

In Honor of Jodene 
Marquis
Peni Gensler

In Honor of Terry 
Hammink
Bonnie O’Connor 

and Ronald 
Hopfensperger

FOUNDATIONS/
CORPORATIONS
Allina Health 

Community 
Engagement

Allina Health System
Anchor Bank
Anchor Bank Family 

Foundation
Bell Lumber and Pole 

Company
Bethel University
Black River Asset 

Management LLC
Bremer Bank
Brian Gorecki Real 

Estate Consultants, 
LLC

C. Charles Jackson 
Foundation

Cargill
Carlson Family 

Foundation

Carolyn Foundation
Catholic Community 

Foundation
Children’s Hospital 

and Clinics of 
Minneapolis

Columns Resource 
Group Foundation Inc.

Convey Compliance 
Systems, Inc

Deloitte
Frana Companies
Frey Foundation
Fritz, Inc.
General Mills 

Foundation
Giving WoMN
Grain Millers Dairy 

Products Inc.
Greater Twin Cities 

United Way
John E. and Janet 

C. Desmond 
Foundation

Julie Hetland-Wealth 
Management 
Advisor, 
Northwestern Mutual

Lockton Companies
Marbrook 

Foundation
March Family 

Foundation
Medtronic 

Foundation

Merry Little Bath 
Company LLC

Midtown Phillips 
Neighborhood 
Association

Minnesota Council 
on Economic 
Education

Minnesota Office of 
Higher Education

NC Minerals, LLC
Oakfish Foundation
Otto Bremer 

Foundation
People in Business 

Care
Pohlad Family 

Foundation
RBC Foundation - 

USA
Sieff Family 

Foundation
Sunrise Banks
TelecomPioneers
The Minneapolis 

Foundation
The Mortenson 

Family Foundation
The Patch 

Foundation
The Sayer Charitable 

Foundation
The Thomson Family 

Foundation

The Walser 
Foundation

The Waters Senior 
Living LLC

Thomson Reuters
U.S. Bank Foundation
US Bank
US Federal Credit 

Union
vdscrip.com
Watson-Forsberg
Youthprise

CONGREGATIONS
Calvary Baptist 

Church
Christ Presbyterian 

Church
Faith Christian 

Reformed Church
Pax Christi Catholic 

Community
Roseville Lutheran 

Church
St. Bartholomew 

Catholic Faith 
Community

The Church of 
St. Edward of 
Bloomington

Wayzata Community 
Church

Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES
AmazonSmile 

Foundation
Ameriprise Financial
Bank of America
Best Buy
Dell
Macy’s/

Bloomingdale’s
Macy’s Foundation
Medtronic
Microsoft 

Corporation
Ryan Companies US Inc.
Thomson Reuters
Thrivent
U.S. Bank Foundation
UBS
Wells Fargo 

Community 
Support

IN  KINDS
Brian @ Hairtime 

Barbershop
GreenBridge 

Computing
Microsoft
Print Solutions
Sew Talented 
Vern’s Dumpsters
Welna Hardware
WNAV Audio Visual

GroundbreakingThank you to our annual supporters

Tracy Sterk and Erik 
Aamoth

Ashley Abbott
Patricia Adkins
Kate Alm
Robert and Jeanne 

Alm
Doug and Jenny 

Anderton
Jon and Sharon 

Andresen
Lois Anselment
Thomas Archbold 

and Jacqueline 
Ivers Archbold

Drew Bartholomew
William and Lesley 

Bassett
Robert and Cindy 

Bauer
Brian and Deborah 

Benson
Timothy Bettenga
Paul and Amy 

Biewen
Dennis and Londa 

Bilski
Michael and 

Jacqueline Bilski
Steve and Nancy 

Birth
Angela Aliano and 

Jeffrey Boyum
James and Judith 

Brass
John and Susan 

Breon
Eric Britt
Tricia Brownlee
Gregory and Leota 

Brucker
Gary and Catherine 

Brunkow
Bob and Sue Burns
Adolfo Rudy 

Cardona
Nancy and James 

Carrier
June Cicero
Nancy Cicero
Mimi and Scott Clare
Ralph and Shirley 

Clare
Charles and Joyce 

Coate
Michael and Mary 

Conklin
Richard and Sara 

Corliss
James and Sandra 

Cornelius
Gregg and Laura 

Cullen
Barbara Dacey

Edward and Shelly 
Dau

Marian Deegan
Kyle and Denise 

Didier
Joseph and Adele 

Digiovanna
Diane Dingley
Paul Dixon
Steve Dobin
Angela Dodd
Jim and Judy Dodds
Timothy and Kim 

Donaldson
Jim Dowds
Carol Drinkard
Douglas and Willie 

Eden
Ed and Toni Egan
Joseph and Anne 

Egan
Ron and Laurie 

Eibensteiner
John and Darlene 

Eisenmenger
Becky Ellis
Lisa Ernster
Timothy and Jodi 

Ertmer
Elaine Eschenbacher
Martin and Barbara 

Essenburg
Marty and Deb 

Essenburg
Tim and Joani 

Essenburg
Mark Ethen
Alicia Evans
Mark and Kara 

Fandrich
Daniel and Katy 

Farley
Allan and Teresa 

Feltmann
David Fettig
Rebecca and Mark 

Fischer
Ann Rukavina 

Fleming
Geraldine Fleming
Jon Foss
Timothy and Teresa 

Foster
Martha Franco
Anne Franz
Eugene and Mary 

Frey
Janet Frey
Michael J and Karen 

B Frey
John and Kari Friel
Clarice Frost
Jim and Mary Gage
Peni Gensler

Johanna George
Archelle Georgiou
Mark Gerlach
Rhonda Gilbraith
Michele Gleason
Jerry and Felyn Goh
Chris Goldsby
Greg and Kathleen 

Good
Nancy Ann Graf
Jenele Grassle
Jerome and Diane 

Grebin
Kathy Grendahl
Bobbi Grimm
Jim and Gail Grunnet
Margaret Grunnet
Patricia Haddad
Rebecca Haddad
Stephanie Haddad
Tricia and Chris Hall
Patricia and Terry 

Hammink
Richard and Kathleen 

Hanley
Jonathan Hanson
Mark and Debra 

Harless
John F. Harris
Christopher 

and Samantha 
Hartemink

Pam and Kevin Hauer
Helen Hauser
Edwin Hawkins
William and Julie 

Healy
Steven and Ruth 

Heath
Bruce Heidtke
Emilie and Michael 

Heinz
Bob and Betty 

Helmen
Bud Helmen
John Hemak
David and Barbara 

Henderson
Andrew and Michele 

Herring
Julie and Jason 

Hetland
Catherine Higgins-

Whiteside
Ellen Hinrichs
Beth and Steve 

Hoeppner
Clifford Hoffman
Ron and Marcia 

Hoistad
Brian and Ann 

Holland
Lisa Hollensteiner

Tom and Regina 
Hudson

Lori and Ron Hume
Paul and Terilyn 

Huntington
Theresa Huppertz
Linda Ireland
Audrey Jarosh
Karen and Erin 

Jennings
Jay and Susan 

Jensen
Alison and Russell 

Johnson
Barbara Johnson
Bruce Johnson
Dale and Wilma 

Johnson
Tom and Margaret 

Johnson
Christopher Jones, Jr.
Charlie Jones
Christopher and 

Sheila Jones
Janet Jones
Matthew and Kelly 

Kahle
Roy and Stephanie Kay
Thomas and Darlene 

Keeler
William and Carol 

Keen
Martin and Esther 

Kellogg
Lorne and Erin Kelly-

Collins
Shirley Kern
Renee and Stephen 

Kessler
Beverly Kieffer
Ryan and Katherine 

Kirk
Arthur and Janet 

Klem
Stephen and Deb 

Klem
Mary Ann Knight
Patrick and Kateri 

Knight
Sarah and Trevor 

Knight
Gregory and 

Christine Knopff
Barbara Koch
Jack and Jill Kohler
Robert Kost
John and Pamela 

Kovacs
Paul and Nancy 

Kralovec
Jill Krance
AnnaLisa Krupnick
Courtney Kuehn
Brian Kuyath

Ron LaMere
Christopher Lambert
Susan Landwehr
Robert and Jeanne 

Leibel
Thomas and Patricia 

Lelich
Barry and Barb 

Lieske
John and Mary 

Lindquist
Leo Lopez
Earl and Sandra 

Lyons
David and Kathleen 

MacLennan
Susan and John 

Mack
Bob Madison
Mark and Maureen 

Magnuson
David and Jodene 

Marquis
Melanie Martz
Mike and Mary 

Mathiowetz
James and Julie 

McEliece
Elizabeth McEnery
Bonnie and Lee 

McGrath
Nettie McHie
Todd McIntyre
Karen McKinney
Charles and Carolyn 

Meyer
Melissa Miller
Sheila Moroney
Michael and Jennifer 

Moroz
Michael Morrell
Adam and Molly 

Moseley
Robert and Ronda 

Mulder
Mary Mulhern
Ollie and Shanon 

Murray
Daniel and Bridget 

Nassif
David Ness
Lori Lynn Nissen
Ronald Hopfensperger 

and Bonnie 
O’Connor

Christopher Ritchie 
and Susan O’Malley

Daniel and Kathleen 
O’Neill

Robert and Jane 
Oberrender

Cindy Ohlenkamp
John and Patricia 

Oleksa
Tim and Barbara 

Olson
Tim and Patti Olson
Bob and Janet 

Orange
Manuel and Maria 

Ortiz
Duane Anderson and 

Paula Palmer
Phyllis Pangborn
Daniel and Ruth 

Parten
Jackie Peacha
Richard and Nancy 

Peacha
Amanda Williams 

and Tony Pellegrin
Mohanraj Perumal
Michael and Sharon 

Peschel
Jill Peterson
John Peterson
Neil and Patricia 

Peterson
James and Nancy 

Plewacki
Mary Polding
Dennis Port
LuAnn and David Prin
Tim Prokott
Kurt and Mary Rakos
Marian or Peter 

Rasmussen
Jeoffrey and Shante 

Reed
Rebecca Kelleher-

Reeth and Paul 
Reeth

Lacey Reierson
John and Ann 

Renckens
Mark and Sue 

Riesgraf
Marsha Ritt
Brent and Kristin 

Robbins

We are grateful for all gifts received in support of our mission!

This list recognizes gifts that were received from January 1, 2014 – September 30, 2015. We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy 
of this publication. If we have omitted, misplaced or misspelled your name, please accept our apologies and contact us at (612) 722-8512 or  
info@banyancommunity.org. Your gifts truly make a difference.



Board Chair,  
Kyle Didier
Nearly five years ago, the 
Banyan leadership and 
the Board embarked on 
a courageous journey, 
one that was not for 
the faint of heart. Recognizing 
the need for permanency in the 
Phillips neighborhood, the Board 
was challenged to establish a 
permanent home. I am proud to 
inform you that home for Banyan 
is now under construction. With a 
planned summer opening, Banyan 
is poised to more than double its 
outreach and is positioned for long-
term viability. None of this would 
have been possible without the 
generous contributions made by 
all of Banyan’s supporters. Those 
contributions came in many forms, 

none of which were less 
important than the other.  
Thank you for your trust in 
the work Banyan is doing. 

Since its founding in 1998, 
Banyan has transformed 
the lives of hundreds of 
young people and their 
families. Starting this 
summer, Banyan will finally 

have an opportunity to expand their 
services and introduce more families 
and their children to Banyan. What 
a blessing.   

It has been a privilege to serve on the 
Banyan board for the last five years.  
I can honestly say, nothing has been 
more rewarding. I look forward to a 
very bright future for Banyan and its 
leadership.   

This is truly a time for celebration.  

Joani Essenburg
Co-founder & 
Executive Director 

Sue Riesgraf
Development Director 

Sam Olson
Program Director 

Susan McKenzie
Business Administrator 

Lacey Reierson
College and Career 
Counselor 

Katie Kirk
Secondary Educator 
and Program Manager 

Jacob Osterman
AmeriCorps Promise 
Fellow, Secondary 
Educator 

Bethany Theobald
Elementary Educator 
and Program Manager 

Jenny Neidich
Elementary Educator 

Naomi Mohammed
Community 
Coordinator 

Maricruz Arocho
Family Advocate 

Michelle Vander Veen
Event Coordinator 

Jayme Murphy
P.E. Specialist 

Amber Wood
Program Associate

Greg Johnson
Program Associate

Student/Seasonal

Adult employees (4)
College employees (8)
High School 
employees(11)

Contract  Workers

Tim Dornfeld
Accountant

Rachel Kaul
Grants Kaul Consulting

Banyan Community  Staff

Kyle Didier, Chair 
President, Shelter 
Corporation

Sheila Jones,  
Vice Chair

Sue Jensen, Secretary
Owner, Sew Talented 
Embroidery

Dan Farley, Treasurer
Senior Vice President, 
The Private Client 
Reserve of U.S. Bank

Mark Schulze
Partner, SOL Produce

Barry Lieske
President, DeLaSalle 
High School

Ayo Olawole
Independent Epic 
Consultant 
Banyan Alum

David Tynes
Portfolio Manager, 
Specialty Seeds & Oils 
Cargill, Inc.

Trevor Knight
Program Manager, 
Integrations, Boston 
Scientific

Brian Provost
Chairman of the Board, 
Delaget Corporation

Board of  D irectors

Banyan is a fig tree with a large center trunk. Long branches send out 
roots which grow downward and form new trunks that create a grove of 
trees. This is our vision—a vibrant and connected urban neighborhood 
with roots and transformed lives!

Banyan Community  is  a Christian 
Community Development organization 
that is  rooted in the Phil l ips 
neighborhood to transform l ives by 
developing youth, strengthening 
families,  and creating community.

2647 Bloomington Ave S, 
Minneapolis, MN 55407

After July 2016: 
2529 13th Ave. S, Minneapolis, MN 55404

www.banyancommunity.org 612.722.8512
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